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	Essential Understandings: 

1. A variety of strategies can be used to promote comprehension

2. Reading fluency is essential to comprehension.

3. Reading develops when students are engaged with meaningful text

4. Literary devices and conventions help to engage the reader in the text

5. Readers respond to literature in many ways.

6. Literature helps to shape human thought.

7. Authors and readers are influenced by their individual, social, cultural and historical contexts

8. Speaking and listening skills are necessary for effective communication.

9. Different types of writing are used to communicate ideas to a variety of audiences for a variety of purposes.

10. Research skills are used to make meaning from a variety of sources to answer questions and explore interests.

11. Culture affects the way language is used.

12. Appropriate word choice improves communication.

	Content Standards:

1. Students read, comprehend, and respond in individual, literal, critical and evaluative ways to literary, informational, and persuasive texts in multimedia formats.
2. Students read and respond to classical and contemporary texts from many cultures and literary periods.
3. Students produce written, oral, and visual texts to express, develop, and substantiate ideas and expressions.
4. Students apply the conventions of standard written English in oral, written, and visual communication.


Reading Plays

	Essential Questions: How are plays different from other forms of literature? How do we read plays? 

	

	Learning Goals: Students will:

	Know the key characteristics of a play which are shared with other forms of literature (literary elements)

	Know that tension and suspense can be created by characters, environments (place, time, atmosphere/mood), and actions 

	Understand the physical, emotional, and social dimensions of characters found in dramatic texts 

	Understand that while some information is given by the playwright, some must be provided by directors 

	Understand how literary devices and conventions engage the reader

	Understand how literary devices contribute to author’s craft

	Understand how to recognize, support, and defend interpretive positions on text

	Understand the different perspectives of playwrights, texts, and readers

	Know there are universal concepts of life that can be revealed in theater

	Know characteristics of plays that are unique to drama (stage directions- entrances, exits, character blocking and emotional states, description of appearances, props, set description, lighting, description of set, monologues, asides)


	Suggested Strategies
	· Identify characteristics of play 
· Interpret the physical, emotional, and social dimensions of characters found in dramatic texts

· Research historical context of a text or playwright
· Read aloud with expression

· Develop a critical stance and cite supportive evidence of how literary devices contribute to author’s craft

· Identify what information is given by the playwright and what must be provided by directors, actors, design team
· Respond verbally and in writing to texts that are read and heard
· Recognize, support, and defend interpretive positions on text
· Identify difference between perspectives of playwrights, texts, and reader

	Suggested Assessments
	· Turn a poem or song into a play script

	Suggested Resources
	· Selected plays

	Content Vocabulary
	· monologues, asides, stage directions and more

	Lifelong Learning/21st Century Skills
	· Produce quality work

· Access and process information responsibly, legally, and ethically

· Read critically for a variety of purposes

· Communicate for a variety of purposes and audiences

· Demonstrate productive habits of mind

· Adhere to Core Ethical Values


Viewing Plays

	Essential Question: What design elements, design tools, and cultural understandings are available to the design team and actors while bringing the director’s vision from the script to the stage? 

	

	Learning Goals: Students will:

	Understand the functions and interrelated nature of scenery, properties, lighting, sound, costumes, and makeup in creating an environment appropriate for the script

	Know how visual elements (e.g., space, color, line, shape, texture) and aural aspects are used to communicate locale and mood through unity of set, costume, sound design, light design

	Understand how design choices effect the audience and create a different experiences of a script

	Know how to communicate directorial choices 

	Know the variety of blocking choices available to a director: i.e. areas of power, historical associations with various parts of the stage, faking out, stage business, back to audience

	Understand that blocking choices effect the audiences understanding of the play

	Know the various responsibilities and roles of team members: producer, director, actors, design team

	Understand the need for directorial and design alignment with audience, purpose, and form 

	Understand the intended purpose of directorial choices in own and others’ dramatic performances


	Suggested Strategies
	· View various productions of same play and compare and contrast the director’s vision and how design elements do there thing

· Respond verbally and in writing to text heard, read and viewed

· Formulate and support interpretive positions on text

· Write a theater review evaluating the unity of a production in terms of its design elements and how visual elements (e.g., space, color, line, shape, texture) and aural aspects are used to communicate locale and mood; also examine how blocking choices effect the audiences understanding of the play
· Attend a play 

· Develop multiple interpretations and visual and aural production choices for scripts
· Communicate own directorial choices for improvised or scripted scenes
· Chart the various perspectives, roles, and responsibilities of playwright, text, director, design team,  and actors

	Suggested Assessments
	· Select a script, act as producer, director, and design team to create a mock-up of the entire production (group project)

· Write a theater review

	Suggested Resources
	· Basic Drama Project by Perfection Learning

	Lifelong Learning/21st Century Skills
	· Produce quality work

· Access and process information responsibly, legally, and ethically

· Read critically for a variety of purposes

· Communicate for a variety of purposes and audiences

· Demonstrate productive habits of mind

· Adhere to Core Ethical Values


Producing Plays

	Essential Questions: How can our class work together to produce a play for our community? What skills and tools are available to me as a member of the production team: director, actor, design team, or backstage. 

	

	Learning Goals: Students will:

	Know how to develop and sustain a characters that communicate with audiences

	Understand the basic acting skills (e.g. sensory recall, concentration, breath control, diction, body alignment, control of isolated body parts) that develop characters

	Understand how descriptions, dialogue, and actions are used to discover, articulate, and justify character motivation

	Understand that variations of body language, movement, and vocal pitch, tempo and tone contribute to the differentiation of characters

	Know that actors use various classical and contemporary acting techniques and methods to “get into character” (The Method- inside to outside character development; Anna Deveare Smith- outside to inside character development)

	Understand how to embody the physical, emotional, and social dimensions of characters found in dramatic texts 

	Know key skills and vocabulary of pantomime, especially as relevant to stage business: doors, drinking and eating, clothing, carrying objects, silent discussions

	Know key skills and vocabulary for improvisation (i.e. “Yes, and…”)

	Know a variety of improvisation games for warm ups, character or scene development

	Understand how to adjust improvisations based on audience and purpose, formal and informal environments

	Know that regular reflection can serve to articulate learning progress, establish goals, explore questions

	Understand how research from print and non-print sources can benefit script writing, acting, design, and directing choices

	Understand how to offer critique and provide feedback


	Suggested Strategies
	· Write or select own play, move through production process as a group- including student director, student design teams, production teams, auditions, staging, rehearsals, and share with community.

· Use warms up and theater games to teach basic acting skills (e.g., sensory recall, concentration, breath control, diction, body alignment, control of isolated body parts) to develop characterization
· Actor circle discussions of how descriptions, dialogue, and actions are used to discover, articulate, and justify character motivation
· Use warms ups and theater games to teach body language, vocal pitch, tempo, and tone for different characters
· View “In the Actors’ Studio” with Method actors
· View Anna Deveare’s Smiths plays and discuss
· Use theater games to teach pantomime skills and connect to stage business

· Regular improvisation games 
· Improvise dialogue to tell stories
· Regular Actor’s Log to reflect on progress, questions, problems
· Design and produces informal and formal productions

· Model and practice critique and feedback sessions

· Hold regular production meetings to discuss unity of design, progress, problem solve

	Suggested Assessments
	· Daily performance, reflection journals, design products with written explication, final performance

	Suggested Resources
	· Raising the Curtain by Gai Jones

	Content Vocabulary
	· Upstaging, giving focus, stage business, stage right and left, upstage and downstage etc…Artistic interpretation, body language, blocking terms, vocalization terms- pacing, emphasis, intonation, commitment, and more

	Lifelong Learning/21st Century Skills
	· Produce quality work

· Access and process information responsibly, legally, and ethically

· Read critically for a variety of purposes

· Communicate for a variety of purposes and audiences

· Demonstrate productive habits of mind

· Adhere to Core Ethical Values
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